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the right direction, it is to be hoped that it will prove widely use- 
ful, in awakening and developing an intelligent interest in the ge- 
ography and natural history of the state. — J. B. P. 

Two Late American Papers on Ornithology.* — Mr. Og- 
den's article is an acceptable contribution, but like most early 
essays would have been the better for competent supervision. 
Riippel is not the author of the Planches Enluminees, nor can we 
accept, even on Linnjean authority, St. Domingo as the habitat of 
an Asiatic bird. "When geographical names are totally inept, or- 
nithologists cancel them ; G. Dominica (L.) should stand as C. 
Brissoni AVag., and G. Ludoviciana (Gm.) as G. miles Bodd., the 
latter having, moreover, priority. "Without criticising the specific 
determinations, several of which appear to require modification, 
we must indicate an oversight respecting the four species Mr. 
Ogden has not seen. Arranging the eleven of the Academy's 
collection in three groups, according to the development of the 
wattles and carpal spines, the writer continues directly with num- 
bers 12-15, which brings them under " c, species devoid of wattles " 
etc., which is not the case with all of them. Thus, ft miles is a 
wattled and spined species, very near if not identical with ft per- 
sonatus Gould, which Mr. Ogden correctly locates under a. Some 
other species here admitted are probably invalid, as ft Uralensis 
Evers., which is generally assigned to leucurus. The term " Lo- 
bivanellus" is not exactly synonymous with Chettusia, as would 
seem from the title of the paper, these names being merely two 
of several that have been proposed for different groups of these 
birds. The new species is ft nivifrons, from " Fazoglou," belong- 
ing, as we judge from the plate, to the unwattled group. 

Mr. Lawrence describes Catherpes Sumichrasti, apparently a sec- 
ond species of the genus, although, as the tail is wanting, he is 
not satisfied of its position. It is, he says, " rather a remarkable 
looking bird," with the bill shaped precisely as in G. Mexicanus ; of 
stouter form and darker colors, with small white abdominal soots 
like the dorsal ones of that species. The type is in the Smithsonian 
Institution, from Vera Cruz. Three new fly-catchers are Ifyiozetetes 

♦Synopsis of the genus Chettusia (Lobivanellus), with a description of a New Spe- 
cies. By J. A. Ogden. Pr. A. N. S. Phil., Oct. 1871, 194; pi. 1. Descriptions of New 
Species of hirds of the families Troglodytida? and Tyrannidre. By Geo. N. Lawrence. 

Ibid. Nov. 1871, p. 233. 
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grandis (Tumbe, Peru, type in Vassar College), Empidonax atri- 
rostris (Venezuela?, type in Cab. Law?.) and Myiarchus Yucat- 
anensis. This last is highly interesting, owing to the novel 
identifications it implies. It is what Mr. Lawrence in 1869 (Ann. 
Lye. Nat. Hist., N. Y.) called M. " Mexicanus Kaup," whilst 
contending, very properly, for the distinction between his cineras- 
cens and Kaup's bird. To everybody's surprise, Kaup's Mexicana, 
only lately identified, proves to be what Baird called M. Cooperi 
in 1858. This announcement of Dr. Sclater's, upon examination 
of Kaup's type specimen, of course makes quite a commotion in 
the synonymy of the several species implicated. — E. C. 
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New Parasitic Plant of the Mistletoe Family. — Miss Mil- 
lington of Glens Falls, N. Y., sends some specimens of the curious 
new parasite which she discovered last summer in Wan-en and 
Essex Counties, N. Y. and which have very much interested 
our botanists. It grows upon the branches of Black Spruce 
trees so abundantly that it has evidently injured, and apparently 
killed, some of the trees most infested by it. Arceutliobium Ox- 
ycedri of Bieberstein grows on juniper trees in the Caucasus re- 
gion, and here and there in Southern Europe as far west as Spain. 
This was the only species known, and the only habitat, until 
Sir William Hooker brought to light American plants growing 
on Pine trees in the Hudson's Bay region and west to Oregon 
and gave a good figure in his Flora-Boreali Americana, referring 
it to Bieberstein's species. Mr. Nuttall, however, distinguishes 
this American species as 0. Americanum; and Dr. Engelmann 
about twenty-five years ago distinguished two more species from 
the far west and south west. These plants are a sort of Mistle- 
toe, of diminutive size, with small scales at the joints in place 
of leaves. They were unknown nearer to us than Hudson's Bay 
and the Saskatchewan on the north, and the Rocky mountains 
on the west, until last summer, when Mr. Peek of Albany sur- 
prised us by sending, for a name, a specimen of an Arceutliobium 
in fruit, collected by himself, if we rightly understand, in Rens- 
selaer County, New York, inhabiting a black Spruce. Miss 
Millington, to whom belongs the credit of first detecting the 
plant, sent her specimens later. She found it in two localities and 



